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Accidents resulting in 
personal injury are an 

unfortunate, common 
occurrence.  In addition 
to motor vehicle acci-
dents, individuals can 
suffer personal injuries 
or property damage in 
accidents in or around 
the home, at places of 
business or on streets and 
sidewalks.  You can, and 
should, protect yourself by 
consulting with an attor-
ney should you suffer an 
injury or property damage 
in an accident.

• How does the 
 process begin?

Your lawyer will interview you 
to learn the facts of the accident 
and the extent of your inju-
ries.  After the initial interview, 
your lawyer will obtain medical 
records, have witnesses inter-
viewed, obtain police reports, 
and any other information to 
help you prove your claim for 
personal injury.

• How will your 
claim be 

 evaluated?
To verify whether you have 

a valid claim, your attorney will 
consider if the loss you suffered 
was caused by another person’s 
conduct.  There are three kinds 
of wrongful conduct: negligence, 
intentional misconduct, and 
strict liability.

Negligence is the most com-
mon basis for recovery of losses 
from an accident.  The law holds 
individuals responsible for their 
own carelessness.  The most 

common example is a driver of 
an automobile failing to stop for 
a stop sign.

You can recover for an act of 
intentional misconduct if some-
one has deliberately hurt you or 
your property.  

Companies and individuals 
can be responsible for damages 
on the basis of strict liability if 
they have engaged in a danger-
ous activity, such as conduct-
ing explosions or keeping wild 
animals as pets or if they have 
manufactured or sold a defective 
product.

• Does a lawsuit 
 have to be filed?

Your lawyer may be able to 
settle your claim and obtain 
compensation for your loss with-
out filing a lawsuit.  Realize that 
your claim can be settled after 
a lawsuit is filed, or even after a 
trial begins.  If a lawsuit is neces-
sary, your lawyer will prepare all 
of the necessary documents to 
file your claim with the appro-
priate court.  Your lawyer will 
also gather the evidence needed 
to prove your claim, should your 
case go to a trial.  

• What is your 
 injury worth?
      Your lawyer will assist you 
in placing a dollar value on your 
injury.  Realize that you may be 
entitled to compensation for any 
out of pocket medical expenses, 
lost wages, and the cost of repair-
ing your property.  You may also 
be entitled to compensation for 
any pain, disfigurement, physical 
handicap, embarrassment, loss 
of life enjoyment, mental and 

emotional distress, and other 
psychological injuries.
        The time, effort, and 
expense of a lawsuit may not be 
worthwhile if the party respon-
sible for your injury does not 
have adequate funds to pay for 
your damages.  Your lawyer can 
help you determine what assets 
or insurance are available to 
compensate you for your loss.

• How can you 
help your 

 attorney?
Your claim is only as good as 
the evidence that supports it.  
Therefore, you must preserve 
as much of the evidence as pos-
sible.  If you are the victim of 
an injury, you should take notes 
on how the accident occurred, 
including the names, addresses, 
and phone numbers of witnesses, 
doctors, physical therapists, and 
any other medical care providers 
that treated you.

Immediately after the acci-
dent occurs, it is useful if you 
take pictures of the injury itself, 
damage to any property, and 
where the accident occurred.  
Have someone take photographs 
of any bumps, bruises, cuts, 
stitches or other visible signs of 
injury.  If your injury occurred 
in an automobile, take pictures 
of the damaged vehicle to show 
the extent of the damage.  Clear 
photographs will provide valu-
able support for your claim.

Preservation of all evidence 
is essential to proving your case, 
and getting you a successful reso-
lution to your claim.  If evidence 
is lost or destroyed, it may be 
difficult to prove your case at 

trial.  Evidence should be stored 
in a safe place, where it cannot 
be damaged or disturbed.  

Additionally, you should 
keep a daily journal of the medi-
cal and financial consequences 
of your injury.  Keep detailed 
records of hospital stays, treating 
doctors, treating nurses, doctor 
visits, medical treatments, physi-
cal therapy, lost time from work, 
lost earnings, and expenses you 
incur as a result of your injury.  
Further, you should describe the 
pain you are suffering, where you 
are hurting, how badly you are 
hurting, how often you are expe-
riencing the pain and how you 
are limited in your daily life.

In conclusion, be aware that 
others may be responsible for 
your injuries.  If you are injured 
by the act of another, consult 
with an attorney as soon as 
possible.  It is important to act 
quickly so that your rights are 
protected under the law.  
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             You should keep 
a daily journal of the 
medical and financial 
consequences of your 
injury.  Keep detailed 
records of hospital stays, 
treating doctors, treat-
ing nurses, doctor visits, 
medical treatments, 
physical therapy, lost 
time from work, lost 
earnings, and expenses 
you incur as a result
of your injury.  

❝

❝


